
A Community Update January 2022

Greetings! The school year is almost half over and our students are making great gains in spite 
of the setbacks from the pandemic. This issue of the Maysville Newsletter highlights many of 
their activities and illustrates why we are so proud of our Panthers!

The District has been methodically working through the Strategic Plan that was developed with 
the input of many community and business members. (The Plan can be found on the Maysville 
App and the website). This past summer, we accomplished the paving of our campus using the 
dollars from our Permanent Improvement (PI) Fund. A local company, Shelly & Sands, was 
awarded the bid and employed many local residents. Districts are required to establish a capi-
tal and maintenance fund for capital improvement and project maintenance purposes. Money 
deposited into this fund shall be used solely for acquisition, replacement, enhancement and 
maintenance or repair of permanent improvements. When the District sold the old high school 
to Foxfire Schools, we were required by law to place the money from that sale into the PI Fund.
 
Unfortunately, misinformation was communicated through social media, etc. that implied that 
the District was using money that could be used for classroom instruction and that was false 
information. Our asphalt will not need replacing for at least another 20 years. We take pride in 
caring for the taxpayers’ investment in our campus!

This upcoming summer we have secured the funding to redesign our playgrounds for our 
elementary children. It is time to upgrade the surface and the equipment. All of these projects 
are part of the plan to take care of our facilities and protect the investment of our community. 
Mr. Hartman has been instrumental in helping to bring this vision to reality as he served on the 
Facilities Committee for our Strategic Plan.

Presently, we are attempting to get the parts needed for the sound system in our gymnasiums. 
This project has been underway since last spring; however, all of the parts needed have been on 
backorder for months. Please bear with us as we try to replace our sound system.

Great news for our community is that Maysville has made the final payment on the buildings on 
our campus. We are forever grateful to the taxpayers who have supported the schools through-
out this 20-year payment schedule.
 
Thank you for your continued partnership with our schools and Happy 2022!

Sincerely,

Ruth Zitnik, Superintendent

Superintendent’s
       Corner

Maysville
                                       Local School District



Recently some of Mrs. Hann’s fourth grade students created 
slow and fast changes of the earth projects and presented 
them to the class. An E3 project is a project where students 
are given a grid of choices consisting of enrichment, exten-
sion and enhancement categories . They chose two choices 
from the categories on the grid and created their own proj-
ect to present to the class. 

Fourth Grade Students Create E3 Changes of the Earth Projects

Halloween Costume 



8th grade students in Mrs. Stoehr’s English class 
learned about the various I.Q tests used in the 
short story “Flowers for Algernon” by author Dan-
iel Keyes.  In the story the main character, Charlie 
Gordon, is given a battery of tests; one of which 
is the Rorschach test.  This test utilizes inkblots 
to examine a person's personality characteristics 
and emotional functioning. As an opening activ-
ity for the short story unit, students created their 
own “inkblot” images and then used them to write 

beautiful poetry.  

The students in Mrs. Dingey and 
Ms. Untied classroom have been 
exploring area and perimeter.  
The students were presented with 
various pieces of wrapping paper 
where they had to determine the 
area and perimeter. Students were 
also given a roll of wrapping paper 
where they had to create a shape 
with a specific area. 



Mrs. Geis' class is starting a multi-part animal project to help them understand key 
environmental concepts.  Each student has picked a favorite animal to research and 
over the next several weeks will discover their animal's trophic level, community 
interactions, unique adaptations, food webs, habitat, niche and ecosystem factors 
among other things.  

To kick off this animal project Mrs. Geis and some students brought some animals 
from home in to school.  The students picked from these domestic animals and 
completed a short research paper.  The animals included: a white ferret, leopard 
gecko, a dog, and two kittens.  Students thought it was pretty cool to be able to in-
teract with animals in school.

Students also got to look at pelts and skulls during a presentation by Muskingum 
Soil and Water Conservation District.  These pelts and skulls were from local na-
tive species.  They were shown how different animals have adapted similar features 
(teeth, fur, etc) in different ways to fit into their habitat.

Environmental Science Class (11th & 12th)

Mrs. Jones and Mrs. McCulley's first grade stu-
dents enjoyed spreading holiday cheer as they 
worked together to create a masterpiece in our 
front lobby.  We loved seeing the smiles on their 
faces and hearing the sounds of laughter and 
chatter, as well as the excitement of the students 
and staff as they walk by.   Way to go first grade!  



During the first semester, Mrs. Brown’s Freshman Focus classes participated in the 
Real-World Problem Scenario with Zemba Brothers Inc. that was hosted by the 
Muskingum Valley Educational Service Center. During this project, Zemba came 
into Mrs. Brown’s classes to present a real-world problem to the students to solve. The 
students then in groups, put together a presentation with their solution. The students 
then went to Zemba and presented their presentations to their administrative team. 
We would like to thank Zemba Brothers Inc. and the Muskingum Valley Educational 
Service Center for this outstanding opportunity for our students. 

Real World Problem Scenario Project



Mrs. Hann’s 4th grade math students recently did an activity 
involving area and perimeter in class.  Each student was given 
their own package of Cheez It crackers to use to find the area 
and perimeter of the given shapes. They had to report their 
findings using the appropriate labeling to move onto the next 
shape and eventually the challenge section. Once the activity 
was completed all students were able to eat their crackers. The 
students said how much they enjoyed this activity and it gave 
them a better understanding of perimeter and area.

Sophomore students attended Sophomore Showcase at both the Buffalo and Zanesville 
Campuses of Mid-East Career and Technology Center in November.  Students were able 
to choose the programs that they visited and were able to do hands-on activities in those 
programs while they were there.



Maysville teachers, students and staff are encouraged to write Tootles to one another throughout 
the school year as a part of the PAX Good Behavior Game that Maysville implemented in 2018.  

So, what is a Tootle?  A Tootle is the opposite of a tattle which recognizes the PAX (good) behav-
iors that one notices in another.  Students learn how to identify other students as PAX Leaders in 

the building by writing or drawing behaviors that they appreciate in their peers.
Ask your student or their teacher about Tootles today!

Maysville Elementary Loves Writing Tootles!

While the school started decorating for the 
holiday season some students volunteered to 
decorate the tree in the high school office.



Mrs. Branch’s ELA classes participated in their first Project Based Learning activity that 
was titled “Design A Parade Balloon” created by the Performing in Education Corpo-
ration.  The purpose of this activity was to have students research both the parade and 
balloons and then design their own balloon.  We began by showing students video clips 
of previous Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parades with a focus on the balloons. Their work 
centered on learning how to design a unique and interesting balloon for our own class-
room Thanksgiving Day parade.  Students learned the history and the science behind the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and the balloons from two different texts, responded 
in writing to those texts and then went on to choose both a theme and a specific balloon 
before drawing their first design.  They practiced giving kind and meaningful feedback 
to each other to improve each other’s work and then created their final two-dimension-
al balloons that were showcased in our fifth-grade hallway.  Students enjoyed learning 
about the parade, the balloons and had fun with the creative project!

PBL – Design A Parade Balloon

Our 3rd -5th graders have been 
working hard to improve their cur-
sive writing skills, strengthen their 
fine motor competence, and activate 
both sides of their brain through 
their commitment to penmanship 
practice.  Three students per class-
room were awarded Penmanship 
Awards in November, which includ-
ed a FUN pen to commemorate this 
honor. Pictured below are our win-
ners for each grade level.   



Maysville Elementary held its 4th Annual STEAM Camp over the summer. 3rd-5th 
graders took part in activities to strengthen their understandings of the principles of 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math.  Students built card towers, wick-
ed fast waterslides, s’more ovens, designed paint pendulums, and built a grabber to 
experiment with the ways a simple machine works. 

Steam Camp

Maysville Intermediate students participated in an October STEAM week, investigating 
“The Power of Nature.” Students in 3rd -5th grade met with Mrs. Hill and Mrs. McHugh 
in the new Elementary STEAM Lab to test their theories and work collaboratively to 
experiment with real world problems. Third graders focused their attention on deter-
mining the tensile strength of a spider web. Fourth graders worked in teams to purchase 
materials and build the strongest flood barriers for their barns. Our fifth grade students 
accepted an earthquake challenge to build a structure of a minimum height, from a small 
group of supplies, that would withstand an earthquake simulation. We are very excited 
to come back together in January to continue or investigations, with our second theme - 
“Environmental Solutions from Around the World.”



As the holiday season draws near excitement fills the classrooms at Maysville Ele-
mentary as students, families and staff lend a hand for the annual food drive helping 
those in need within our school community.  Compassion, kindness, and generosity 
were just a few of the traits that are displayed as all collaborate to give back. 



Operation Christmas Child Central Drop-Off team, a ministry of  the 
Samaritan's Purse International Relief Organization, would like to thank 
several of the football players from Maysville Local Schools for volunteer-
ing their time to help load two semi-trucks with Christmas shoeboxes 
filled with gifts for children all over the world this holiday season.  Football 
players, Gavin Baker, Andrew White, Micah Ferguson, Samuel Scott, Ethan 
Sims, Nate Harper, and Tyler Debolt spent five hours loading hundreds of 
cartons containing 6,302 shoeboxes on Monday, November 22nd in Rolling 
Plains parking lot.  The boxes go to children ranging from ages 2 to 14 and 
are filled with items such as soccer balls, school supplies, craft items, toys, 
tools, stuffed animals. clothes, blankets, books, games, and hygiene items.  
Individuals and families around the surrounding communities fill these 
boxes throughout the year and deliver them to local churches to be packed 
and sent in these semis that will head to North Carolina where they will 
then be shipped all over the world.  This Christmas, thousands of children 
will receive a Christmas shoebox and these players made it possible to get 
the job done!   

Thank you from Gail Dreier and the Operation Christmas Child Team!

More information can be found at https://www.samaritanspurse.org/

In June, Maysville Elementary also brought 
together 3rd-5th graders to participate in 
Math Camp 2.0!  Students worked collabo-
ratively to learn new games, test their critical 
thinking skills, and competed to outsmart 
their opponents. Students took home Zeus 
on the Loose, Sudoku, Yahtzee, Tumbling 
Towers and a variety of card games to share 
their learning with their families. We are 
very excited about the possibility of hosting 
students for STEAM Camp and Math Camp 
during the summer of 2022. Please look for 
more information on these programs in the 
May!



January 7 Boys Basketball vs River View

January 8 Girls Basketball at Meadowbrook

January 10 Band Booster 6:00

January 11 Boys Basketball at New Lex

January 12 Girls Basketball vs Sheridan

January 13 Board of Education 6:30

January 14 Boys Basketball vs Meadowbrook

January 14 End of Second Grading Period

  End of First Semester- MES
January 15 District 9 Honor Band

January 17 Martin Luther King Day- No School

Maysville Local School District
3715 Panther Drive
Zanesville, OH 43701

January 18 Boys Basketball at Claymont

January 19 Birls Basketball at Tri-Valley

January 21 Boys Basketball at Coshocton

January 21 MES Grade Crads Go Home

January 22 Girls Basketball vs Coshocton

January 25 Boys Basketball vs Philo

January 26 Girls Basketball at Crooksville

January 28 Boys Basketball at John Glenn

January 29 Girls Basketball vs River View


